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This pack is designed to be used to assist visits f rom children in the 
Foundation Stage. The pack covers all areas of the museum, but has been 
split into sections so that you can choose the areas you wish to focus on. 
 
We would advise that you split the children into groups of 3 or 4 when 
completing the activities. The activities are not designed for independent 
work, and should be guided by an adult.  
 
Please photocopy these pages before your visit, and bring clipboards and 
pencils with you as we cannot always provide these! Pick up floor plans for 
each group on arrival. 
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Practical guidelines 
Arrival, cloakroom and toilets 
When you arrive at the Museum in Docklands, 
please use the schools entrance on 
Hertsmere Road. You will be met by a 
member of the Visitor Services team, who will 
direct you to the cloakroom area and toilets.  

All coats and bags must be left in the 
cloakroom area for security reasons.  

The Museum in Docklands cannot be held 
responsible for personal property left in the 
cloakroom area. Your Visitor Assistant will 
also brief the group before escorting them to 
the galleries.  

Lunch 
If you would like to use the lunch room, 
please request this when you make your 
booking.  

Organising your group 
We suggest that classes are split into smaller 
groups for gallery work, to avoid congestion 
around specific exhibits. Teachers/adults 
must remain with their groups at all times.  

Teachers should photocopy resources PRIOR 
to their visit so that each pupil has a copy for 
use in the Museum. Clipboards and pencils 
can be borrowed from the Museum, subject to 
availability.  
 
Risk assessments are the responsibility of the 
group leader, and the Museum cannot provide 
them except in exceptional circumstances. A 
pre-visit is strongly advised by the DfES 
publication Health and safety of pupils on 
educational visits. 
 

Pre-visits are free of charge and do not need 
to be booked. Please inform the Admissions 
Desk of the nature of your visit so they can 
help you make the most of your time in the 
galleries.  
 
Disabled access 
The Museum in Docklands is fully accessible 
to wheelchair users. Please make your needs 
known on arrival. Mobility lifts are installed on 
the 2nd and 3rd floors. Please ask the gallery 
staff for assistance.  

Shop 
The shop sells a variety of books and 
products to support the learning programme 
as well as pocket money items. If you wish to 
use the shop, please ask for a slot when you 
make your booking. Please divide your class 
into groups of no more than four children for 
this part of the day, as the shop has limited 
space.  
 
If you would prefer your class not to visit the 
shop, goody bags offer great value for money 
and are available to order. For further details, 
please call the shop on 020 7001 9803. A 
goody bag form will be sent with your 
confirmation letter.  
 
Photography 
All objects and images in the Museum are 
under copyright and must not be reproduced. 
If you would like pictures of a particular 
object, please contact the Picture Library at 
the Museum of London:  
Tel: 020 7814 5604 
Fax: 020 7600 1058 
Email: picturelib@museumoflondon.org.uk
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Visit preparation and pre-visit activities 

��������������������������������������������	 			

To maximise the enjoyment and value of the visit please consider the 
following: 

·  Introduce to the group some general background about the Museum in 
Docklands. 

·  Undertake at least one of the suggested pre-visit activities 
 
������������� ��������	���������	���������	���������	����������������������������	���	���	���������		���	���	���������		���	���	���������		���	���	���������		 			
 
·  Talk about your journey to the Museum and let the children help plan it!  

o How are you going to travel?  
o How long will it take?  
o Do you need to buy tickets? How much will it cost?  
o Talk about safety on your journey and in the Museum. 

 
·  Plan your day!  

o Will you need a packed lunch? What foods are healthy/unhealthy?  
o What do you need to take with you – e.g. camera, first aid kit, 

safety stickers etc, coats, bags? 
o Who will be in each group?  

 

·  Look at the Time Pirates website for a fun way to discover London’s 
docklands history.  
 
��������������������������������������������������� �������� !�"�#��
����������#� 		
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What else can we do at the Museum?  
 
Visit the Mudlarks gallery on the ground floor. 
 
‘Mudlark’ is the name given to someone who explores the river mud for treasures. Visit the 
Mudlarks gallery to explore the river’s story. The gallery enhances cross-curricular learning 
at the Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Its interactive exhibits stimulate 
and promote knowledge and understanding through exploration and structured play. 
Foundation and Key Stage 1 pupils booking a session will be offered a Mudlarks session 
automatically, subject to availability.  
 
Under-5s* can explore the soft play area with its DLR train and giant props, while older 
children can get to grips with hands-on exhibits that bring to life the history of London’s 
docks.  
 
The gallery is themed around the work and life of London’s docks, and children can 
investigate the science, geography and history in London’s docklands. Highlights include 
loading and balancing a tea clipper’s cargo, damming a river, moving pulleys to shift 
cargoes, and a chance to examine mudlarking finds from the Thames foreshore.  
 
Trained Museum staff assist all booked groups, and photocopiable teachers’ notes are 
provided for adults to help small groups get the most out of the gallery. 
 
Mudlarks is available to schools between 10.15am and 2pm from Tuesday to Friday, and 
sessions must be booked in advance to avoid disappointment.  
 
Session times: 10.15am, 11am, 11.45am, 12.30pm and 1.15pm.  
 
To book, please call the Box Office on 0870 444 385 5.  
 
*There is a height restriction of 1 metre in operat ion in the soft play area which may mean 
that some children are unable to use it.  
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Why not book a Foundation Stage session?  
 
The sailor who knew a thousand stories 
Storytelling 
 
Enjoy and recreate stories from our book collection, and learn about different animals, 
spices and traditions from other countries.  
 
Eye for drawing 
Drawing and handling session 
 
Explore different objects from our collection and draw your favourite using a variety of 
media, including watercolours, beads and glitter gel. Children will learn about jobs on the 
river, materials, spices and animals.  
 
The bridge I live in  
Storytelling 
 
Take a sensational journey across medieval London Bridge, and recreate some of the 
sights, sounds and movement along the crowded thoroughfare in this interactive 
storytelling session. 
 
I live in London! NEW 
Handling and creative session 
 
Discover more about the city we live in through objects and images, and then create a 
London scene to take back to school.  
 
All aboard the Dolphin! NEW 
Interactive storytelling session 
 
Climb aboard the Dolphin storyboat for adventure on the high seas! Meet Olly Octopus and 
Milo the Merboy and discover Auntie Vanilla’s dark secret. This engaging and interactive 
performance is packed full of songs and action, as well as opportunities for pupils to add 
their own ideas to the story. Visual aids and objects help children understand new 
vocabulary.  

 
For full details please see the Programme for Schools, available 
from the Front Desk, by phoning 020 7001 9835 or vis iting 
www.museumindocklands.org.uk 
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Gallery Activity Sheets 
 
Thames Highway Gallery – Starting on level 3 
 
 
1. Write the letter/sound that LONDON starts with…. 
 
 
 
 
_______ 
 
 
 
 
2. Find a picture of the River Thames 
See if you can draw a picture of it here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Can you whisper ‘Row Row Row your boat’ as a group? 
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4. Find the big model of London Bridge. 
Tick the shapes you can see. 
 
  
   

    
 
 
 
What other shapes can you see? Draw them here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Which of these do you think could go OVER the bridge? Tick 
below. 
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6. Find the iron padlocks with your adult. Count how many there are. 
 
 
There are ____ padlocks 
 
 
7. If you had ONE MORE padlock how many would there be? 
 
 
There would be ____ padlocks 
 
 
8. Find the big iron keys with an adult. 
 
 
Can you see which the biggest key is, and which is the smallest 
key? Draw them here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Take it in turns to find something in this part o f the museum 
which starts with the letter/sound  m.  
 
Ask your adult to write it down here!  
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Sugar & Slavery – Continuing on level 3 
 
A leading adult should discuss slavery with the children, explaining the jobs they were made 
to do and the way they lived. 
 
1. Can you see the 2 heads? 
 

Point to them. 
 
 
 
2. How old do you think the slaves were when they started work? 
 
With the help of an adult find the flaps which can tell you the 
answer. 
 
 
 
The slaves were ____ years old. 
 
 
 
3. Look around this part of the museum. What do you think the 
ships would have had on them when they were coming into this 
country?  Look at the list below and tick the ones you think are right. 
 
 
COFFEE  

CARS  

SUGAR  

SHOES  

STRAWBERRIES  
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4. Slaves would have to leave their families.  Say some words of 
how you would feel if you had to leave your family. 
 
 
Look at the faces below.  Which face shows how you would feel?  
 
 
 

                
  SAD      HAPPY            ANGRY     WORRIED 
 
 
 
 
5. Draw a picture of your family here 
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City and River – Down to level 2 

 
 
1. Can you find something in this room which starts with the first 
letter of your name?  
 
 
The first letter of your name is _______. 
 
 
 
2. Name some of the RED items you can see around here.  Tell 
others in your group what you can see and draw them here.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Find one thing which starts with the letter/sound  a 
 
Draw what you found here 
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4. Count as many BLACK things in this room as you can.  How many 
did you see? Tick your answer here. 
 
 
1  2  3  4  5  6  
 
 
If you found more than this write your answer here. 
 
 
I found _____ black objects. 
 
 
Draw some of them here!  
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Sailortown – Continue on level 2 

 
 
1. Close your eyes at the start of Sailortown.  Name some of things 
you can smell. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. This is an old street in London.  Draw the street where you live. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Go into The Three Mariners.  Look up.  Does it have lights?  
 
 
   YES     NO 
 
 
 
4. What was used to light the room? 
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Lightbulb   Torch   Candles 
 
 
                         
 
 
5. Look in the window of Animal Emporium.  What animals can you 
see? 
 
 
 

            
 

Cat     Dog    Fish 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Tell the group what your favourite animal is. 
 
 
First Port of Empire – continue on level 2 
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1. Which of these animals lives in the sea? 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
2. Can you find the feathers?  
 
 
How many can you count? 
 
 
I can count ____ feathers. 
 
 
3. What colours are the feathers?  Tell each other in the group. 
 
 
4. Find the big boxes of tea. 
 
How many boxes of tea can you count? 
 
 
I can count ___ boxes of tea 
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5. What countries do you think tea might come from? Tick your 
answers. 
 
 
INDIA 
 

 

 
AMERICA 
 

 

 
CANADA 
 

 

 
FRANCE 
 

 

 
CHINA 
 

 

 
 
 
6. Find the row of small wooden boxes.  Each box has something 
inside and you can lift the lid to see and smell what is in there.  Tick 
some of the things you think are in the boxes. 
 
 
 

                  
 

Coffee     Strawberries      Pepper           Chocolate 
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Second World War – continue on level 2 

 
 
1. Go into the air raid shelter with an adult.  How would you feel if 
you had to stay in there for a long time? 
 
Give each of the children a chance to try the helmet on, and think 
about what it would have been like in there. 
 
 
2. Listen carefully as you walk around. Can you hear anything? Tell 
your group what you can hear. 
�
 
 
3. Pretend you are a ‘spy’ and play ‘I Spy’ in turns.   
 
‘I spy with my little eye something beginning with….’ 
 
The rest of the group will have to guess what it is! . 
 
 
4. What is this shape? 
 

 
 
How many things can you find here which are this shape? 
 
 
I can find ____ circles 
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New Port, New City – continue on level 2 

 
 
1. Find the tortoise 
 
What colour is it? 
 
GREEN    ORANGE    PINK 
 
 
 
2. Do you know what the Docklands Light Railway is? 
If you are not sure, talk about this with your adult and your group. 
 
 
3. Find a picture of the Docklands Light Railway (DLR) 
 
What colours is it? 
 
 
4. Do you know what the Museum’s closest stop is on the 
Docklands Light Railway? 
 
Choose from the options below. 
 
 
Poplar  West India Quay  Bank 
 
 
5. Spot the coffee mugs.   
 
How many can you see? 
 
I can see ____ coffee mugs. 



 

Copyright Museum in Docklands 2008© 
 

 

18 

6. Do you know what Canary Wharf is? 
 
 
 
   YES    NO 
 
 
 
7. Point to a picture of Canary Wharf. 
 
 
 
 
8. What shape is Canary Wharf? 
 
 
 
Draw the shape here. 
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9. Where is this? 
 

 
 
 
 
10. Name 2 colours in the sign. 
 
 
 
11. Stand on the underground platform, and get ready to go on a 
journey.  Decide as a group where you are going and why. 
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Congratulations! You’ve been all the way through the Museum.  
 
What is your favourite thing in the museum?  Tell everyone in your 
group. 
 
Draw it here.  
 



 

Copyright Museum in Docklands 2008© 
 

 

21 

Follow-up activities  
 
Back in the classroom… 
 
·  Use any photos you took to make a ‘Day at the Museum’ 
collage  
·  Add any leaflets you picked up at the Museum 
·  Add the children’s drawings of their favourite objects. 
·  Share your day out in school assembly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope you enjoyed your day at the Museum in 
Docklands! Don’t forget to fill in and return your 

evaluation form to be entered into the monthly draw 
for a £30 book token . 


